4o4                 Ebe life of (Soetbe
His diligent measuring, drawing, and modelling had the further advantage that he learned better than ever before to see works of art. Indeed it seemed to him as if he were only now beginning thoroughly to see and enjoy the highest in art, such as antique sculpture. If his enthusiasm for the antique was at all capable of further development, it grew during his second sojourn in Rome, especially after he had seen drawings of the Parthenon sculptures. " If one were to see the masterpieces of the ancient artists," he remarks in a letter written at this time, "one would have nothing to desire but rightly to know them, and depart in peace." " These great works of art are at the same time the highest works of nature, produced by man in accordance with true and natural laws; everything capricious and imaginary falls to the ground; here is necessity, here is God."
Aside from antique art, it is at first especially the pictures of Michael Angelo in the Sistine Chapel which inspire him to new admiration and deep study; and he still ranks the Titanic Florentine above Raphael. Not until the end of his sojourn is a change noticeable. Raphael begins to gain on Michael Angelo, and we begin to have a presentiment that the time is approaching when Goethe will put, not only the daring grandeur of Michael Angelo, but, as in former days, the quiet greatness of Raphael on an equality with the antique.
As if to fill up a gap and complete the circle of the arts about our poet in Rome, music began to engage his attention more prominently than hitherto. His old boyhood acquaintance, Kayser, who had been several years composing the music to his operetta Scherz, List und Rache, finished it in the autumn of 1787, and Goethe now had several new tasks for him. He was to help recast the older operettas, Claudine von Villa Bella and Erwin und Elmire, and-compose the music to Egmont, and to a genuine opera buff a, which Goethe had planned to base on the famous " diamond necklace" intrigue.
Kayser arrived in Rome at the end of October and became the fourth member of the household of artists on the